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SPECIAL   EDITION

“Any nation that does not honor its heroes wi  not long endure.”
President Abraham Lincoln

C O N G R E S S I O N A L 
G O L D  M E D A L

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison

For over 10 years, Wings Across 
America has been an online, 
interactive presence on the World 
Wide Web.   However, because so 
many WASP are not connected to 
the internet, we felt that THIS 
NEWS was something ALL WASP 
needed to hear, sooner rather than 
later.

I hope you are all as excited as 
we are.  At the very least, I hope 
this news lifts your spirits and 
reminds you how proud we ALL are 
of the service you gave during 
WWII.              

             Nancy Parrish

continued on p. 3

Major Nicole Malachowski
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"If the nation ever again needs them, American women will respond. 
Never again will they have to prove they can do any flying job the 
military has. Not as an experiment. Not to fill in for men. They will fly 
as commissioned officers in the future Air Force of the United States 
with equal pay - hospitalization -insurance - veterans' benefits.

THE WASP HAVE EARNED IT FOR
THESE WOMEN OF THE FUTURE'

HEART-FELT RESPONSES ON THE 
INTRODUCTION OF BILL S.614

  T
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continued from  p. 1

    I was sincerely humbled by the WASP at their final reunion in Irving, Texas, when 

President Jan Goodrum and VP Dawn Seymour called me to the stage and presented 

me the “Spirit of Cochran Award.”  Even more special is the language of the award:  
“For exemplifying the courage, persistence and indomitable, pioneering SPIRIT of 
Miss Jacqueline Cochran, founding Director of the Women Airforce Service Pilots, 
WWII...”   Wow.  That is overwhelming.

    I wanted to take this opportunity to thank ALL the WASP for this tremendous 

honor--with a special thanks to WASP Millie Dalrymple and WASP Shutsy Reynolds. 

   I consider my years volunteering to share the history of the WASP--first as web 

designer for WASP on the WEB, as Director of Wings Across America, as the 

Founding Director and creator of the WASP Museum, and most recently the designer 

of the Fly Girls of WWII Exhibit,  as the most rewarding and enriching of my life.  My 

journey has been blessed with friendships, laughter, challenges, mountains and some 

molehills that sure looked big at the time.  Through it all, I have been guided by God’s 

hand and my mother, the WASP’ gentle encouragement and partnership. Needless to 

say, I have never walked alone.

    I’ve been uplifted by all of you--your stories, your spirit and your humility.  You 

continue to touch my life and inspire me in ways you could never imagine and to go 

beyond what is possible. Of course, like mom always says, “With God’s help, nothing 

is impossible! “   May He continue to bless you all.   

  FYI:

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL

1. Is this for all the WASP or just the survivors?  Once the bill passes, the medal will be awarded to all WASP or to 
their surviving family members.

2. Will there be a ceremony?  Yes.  Customarily, the President of the United States awards the medal, with both 
houses of Congress in attendance.  He does this on behalf of the people of America and Congress.

3. Is this the same as the CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR?  NO--that medal is a military award--the highest in 
the land.  This is the highest CIVILIAN honor that Congress can bestow.

THANK YOU, WASP!
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Wings Across America’s 

“FLY GIRLS OF WORLD WAR II” opening at 
the Women’s Memorial, Nov. 14, 2008.  

Attended by WASP, family, friends, Generals, 
Master Sergeants, Colonels, and retired 

everything.  John Truesdell, former Deputy 
Undersecretary of the Air Force for Reserve 

Affairs and his wife, Diane, came, as did  
Brig. Gen Linda McTague and other familiar 

Air Force faces.

The opening ceremonies included 
speeches by Brig. Gen. Wilma 

Vaught (Pres. of WIMSA 
Foundation), Nancy Parrish 

(creator/designer of Fly Girls), 
Cokie Roberts (with her mom, 

former Ambassador and 
Congresswoman Lindy Boggs, who 
helped the WASP receive veteran 
status in 1977), and Major Nicole 

Malachowski, the first female 
Thunderbird pilot.  The most special 

speakers were the WASP 
themselves, each given a chance at 

the mic--they charmed us all.
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‘ F LY  G I R L S  O F  W W I I ’ 
WA S P  E X H I B I T

Since not every WASP will travel to see this wonderful 

exhibit, here are a few samples of ‘what’s on the wall!’

‘Fly Girls of World War II’ shines a light on the untold, 

inspirational history of the pioneering Women Airforce 

Service Pilots of WWII, the first women in history to fly 

America’s military aircraft.  These courageous women 

pilots are ‘larger than life’  in this colorful, visual 

history of the WASP:  from the 200’ x 2’ WASP film 

strip,  with the shining faces of 163 WASP, to the 7 

foot tall WASP standups.  Also featured in this 

educational exhibit : mannequins dressed in original 

uniforms, a visual history mural, photo collages, a 26 

foot WASP timeline, a scale replica of the Stearman 

primary training aircraft  (PT-17), and the unique 

WASP mosaic, which features the faces of EVERY 

WASP (1,102) in one amazing photo.

E X H I B I T  H I S T O R Y  

First on display at the Mayborn Museum Complex in Waco, Texas (Nov, 2007- April, 2008) and currently on display at the 

Women in Military Service for America Memorial at the gateway to Arlington National Cemetery (Nov 2008 - Nov 2009), the 

“Fly Girls of WWII” exhibit was created by Wings Across America's mother-daughter team (Director, Nancy Parrish, and 

Associate Director, WASP Deanie Parrish). “Fly Girls of WWII” is curated by Nancy Parrish.

CARRYING THE TORCH TO WIMSA
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For Immediate Release                                                                                Contact:  HUTCHISON/ Courtney Sanders (202) 224-9767        

March 17, 2009                                                                                                                  MIKULSKI/ Cassie Harvey   (202) 224-0574    

Sens. Hutchison, Mikulski Introduce Bill to Award
WWII Women Airforce Service Pilots Congressional Gold Medal

Full Recognition of the Women Airforce Service Pilots is 50 Years Overdue

--All 17 Women in the Senate Cosponsor--WASHINGTON, D.C. –

 U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX), along with Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD), today introduced a bill 
to award the  Women Airforce  Service Pilots (WASP) of World War II the Congressional Gold Medal. These 
women pilots have  never received formal or public recognition for their wartime service to the United States. 
The bill was cosponsored by all 17 women in the U.S. Senate.
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 S O N  O F A WA S P !

by Steve Robinson, RM2 (SEAL) 
Son of WASP Barbara Manchester Robinson. 

PROGRESS OF THE BILL TO DATE:

S.614: A bill to award a Congressional Gold Medal to 
the Women Airforce Service Pilots WASP

Sponsor: Sen Kay Hutchison R TX

Status:       

          

  

YES, I would like to support Wings Across America!   
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Educating and inspiring America with the incredible history of the Women Airforce Service Pilots of WWII

  Wings  
anks

Senate Co-Sponsors for 
S.614 so far:

*Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-TX)
John Cornyn (R-TX)

*Barbara Mikulski (D-MD)
Benjamin Cardin (D-MD)
Lisa Murkowski (R-AK )
Mark Begich (D-AK)
Diane Feinstein (D-CA)
Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY)
Charles Schumer (D-NY)
Patty Murray (D-WA)
Maria Cantwell (D-WA)
Olympia Snow (R-ME)
Susan Collins (R-ME)
Mary Landrieu (D-LA)
David Vitter (R-LA)
Claire McCaskill (D-MO)
Chris Bond (R-MO)

Blanche Lincoln (D-AR)
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)
Kay Hagan (D-NC)
Tom Harkin (D-IA)
Sherrod Brown (D-OH)
James Inhofe (R-OK)
Roland Burris (D-IL)
Robert Byrd (D-WV)
Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Edward Kaufman (D-DE)
Ron Wyden (D-OR)
Saxby Chambliss (R-GA)
Thad Cochran (R-MS)
Lamar Alexander (R-TN)

Wings Across America

1620 South Ninth St.  |  Waco, TX  |  76706


